Using recovery data to extend the effective duration of pumping tests.
Collection of water-level recovery data is a common practice for pumping tests. The resulting data can provide some of the most useful information from the tests, but are rarely used to their full value. van der Kamp (1989) proposed a general method that uses recovery data to extend the effective duration of pumping. The method is straightforward to implement and applicable for simple or complex hydrogeologic settings. The only assumption invoked is that the response remains linear such that the principle of superposition can be applied. No other assumptions about the properties of the aquifer are required. The method can greatly increase the value of pumping tests by extending the effective duration of the tests for as long as significant residual drawdowns are observed.